
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SUMMARY

Monday, June 18, 2001

SENATE

Elementary and Secondary Education Act Authorization A mendment Modified: 

Kennedy (for Hagel) Modified Am endm ent No. 549 (to Amendm ent No. 358), to provide for the awarding

of school facility modernization grants on a competitive basis (adopted on June 13, 2001), was further

modified.   
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Nominations Received:

Senate received the following nomination:   

Terry L. Wooten, of South Carolina, to be United States District Judge for the District of South Carolina,

vice a new position created by Public Law 106-553, approved December 21, 2000.
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Committee M eetings:

Committee on Governmental Affairs:   On Friday, June 15, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

concluded hearings to examine the nature and scope of cross border fraud, focusing on the state of

binational U.S.-Canadian law enforcement coordination and cooperation and what steps can be taken to

fight such crime in the future. 
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Committee Meetings Scheduled:

Committee on the Judiciary:  6/20/01 @ 1:00 p.m. To hold oversight hearings to examine the restoration

of confidence in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  SD-226.

Committee on the Judiciary:  6/27/01 @ 10:00 a.m. To hold hearings to examine the protection of the        

innocent, focusing on competent counsel in death  penalty cases.   SD-226.
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Remarks:

Health Care.

“...Health plans should be held accountable in Federal court when contract disputes result in injury or

death. Plans should be held accountable in S tate courts when a  disputed medical judgm ent results in injury

or death. The judicial conference has m ade these recom mendations, and it is, by and large, the situation

we have in the State of Texas at the present time. Since 1997, we have seen only a handful of suits take

place...” 
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Remarks (cont’d.):
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The Patients Bill of Rights

“...The M cCain-Edwards-Kennedy Bill, of which I am a co-sponsor, provides for Federal court

jurisdiction on the issue  of whether a claim is covered by the contractual provisions of a health care

plan and for state court jurisdiction on medical m alpractice claims.  Serious concerns have been  raised to

that bill because of a history of very high verdicts in state courts on  personal injury cla ims which could

significantly raise the cost of health care in the United States. There is substantial  experience that Federal

court trials result in a more reasoned and judicious result in malpractice cases.  I intend to  offer a

compromise amendment which would maintain Federal court jurisdiction under

McCain-Edwards-Kennedy for coverage claims (which have also  been  referred  to as quantity or eligibility

decisions) and extend Federal court jurisdiction, excluding state court jurisdiction, on medical malpractice

claims (which have also been referred to as quality or treatment decisions) which would preserve plaintiffs'

traditional common law remedies in a more  reasoned judicial setting ...”

Specter Pages S 6384-6

HOUSE

Committee M eetings:

Committee on Government Reform: On June 15, the Committee held a hearing on “The Use of

Prosecutorial Powers in the Investigation of Joseph M. Gersten”.
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Committee Meetings for Tuesday, June 19, 2001:

Committee on the Judiciary: @ 4:00 p .m.  Subcommittee on Crime, hearing on the following bills: H.R.

1644, Human Cloning Prohibition Act of 2001; and H.R. 2172 Cloning Prohibition Act of 2001.  2237

Rayburn.
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Next SENATE M EETING: Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., June 19, 2001.

Next HOUSE M EETING:   Tuesday, 12:00 p. m., June 19, 2001.

OLA : S. Smith, J. Homanich


